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FLAMES IN CROWDED STORE
WILD SCRAMBILE FOR y!’l IN

A LONDON FIRETRAP.

-

o Dreadful  Possibliities When Rualus
{4 \re Searched— A Christmas Shepping
Calamity —Good Werk by Johm Barns.

Spectal Cable Despateh to THR Sux,

LoNpon, Dec. 20.—A flerce fire swept
away to-day a whole block of old build-
ings used as a draper’s shop, that is to say,
as a department store, in tha Battersea
district. The establishment was that of
Arding & Hobbs,

Tou employees are known to be deagl.
ey jnmped from upper windows. Five
are in the hospital seriously burned. A
pumber of others who waere slightly
burned or injured had their hurts dressed
and went home.

This is all that is positively knowa. It

5 is hoped that all the other employees

escaped, and the mémbers of the firm

, express confidence that every one of the

many hundred patrons who were in the

v store got out unseathed. But there were

fearful crushes at all the exits and the

£ flames spread with terrible rapidity. It is

':, therefore still uncertain that the charred

; bodies of vietims, more or less numerous,

will not be found when the heap of glow-

ing ruins*is cooled down in the course

of a day or two,

" The lztest estimate of the money joss

varies from $1,250,000 to $1,500,000. There

* are rumors that from ffty to sixty em-

¥ ployees are missing, but these cannot

g be verified. In the confusion all who

a3 ', escaped scaticred and then anxious rela-

‘tives, missing them, turned in their names

3 «s unacoounted for. A rewundup will

he made to-day to sccount for the em-

ployees. The uncertainty as to the fate

of customers will take longer to clear up.

The London firemen did fine work

{igr both in rescuing the people in the piace

- and in saving adjoining property. There

was naver a chance even to check the fire

in the group of buildings ocoupied by

i Arding & Hobbe. ’

¥ It was in the afternoon that the fire

started. The place was orowded with

Christmas shoppers and loaded up with

all sorts of Christmas frippery. The

epread of the flames was more rapid

& IR than the rush of the people to get

away from them. Many jumped from

windows, and the four known deaths as

well as sundry of the minor injuries were
caused in this way.

Clapham Junction is & conoeciing point
for many of the most important railway
lines entering London and has givea its

\ pame to an undefined area in Battersea
i~ ® suburb of the city which is inhabited
«y chiefly by artisans, clerks, small waders

and laborers of all grades. [t was to this
class of trade that Arding & Hobbe
chiefly catered. They did a cousiderable
business, Bowever, among the well t5 do
clasees who inhabit the resideatial dis-
triots hordering on Battersea. firm
¢ did a large, prosperous business, but were
L. far removed in commwreidl importance

'Y from the huge department stores of

i America and of New York in particular.

b The block oocupied by Arding & Hobbs

, consistad of a number of separate small

: shops which hald been taken from time to

> time as the business and which were
connected by through the in-
® wryening walls. The establishment had
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: showing some goods to a custome:

glowing filament fell on one of the nu-
merous celluloid articles on display. In an
instant the entire contents of the window
went up in flame.

It has been learned since the disaster

) that the entire department was filled with
goods of the most Ihflammable nature.
Owing to this fact the flames leaped from
point to point with astounding rapidity.

In a few minutes the whole interior of
the store was burning as if the contents
had been soaked with kerosene. Within
A quarter of an hour the entire structure
was i) lames. Much of it was of old deal
wood taat had long dried out, and this
hurned fiercely. From a distance it re-
tembled a huge bonfire.

It is probably true that no building was
aver consumed in such a short space of
time. The flames roared from shop to
thop until nearly half an acre of buildings
was on fire, Desperately
the blaze ran, the loss of life was small
compared with the danger which seemed
to confront those in the building when the
flames started. .

'i[‘ The proprietors, who were on the prem-

\ ises, as well as the heads of departments

: acted with coolness and promptitude.

! g:modmmy the flames
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v arxits.

There were about 500 employees
the building when the alarm was given,
but the greater number escaped with.
out mjury. Four were

: by leaping from third story windows,
y but aven thess, it is believed, would have
got out safely had they waited a few
minutes. Five are in the hospital with

severe injuries oaused by ’mm. while

'\, A number of others were slightly burned.

N Most of the injured were able to go to
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number of their assistants to be on hand
n the morning 8o a8 to ascertain if pos-
#ible the amount of the loss and to cheok
"p if possible at that tinye the exact num-

and will only be learned as the work of
clearing up the débris proceeds.

Tha group of buildings, which fllled a
narrow blogk about 200 yards long and
Waich had streets on three sides of it,
's now a shapeless mass of red bot ruins.
Finor after floor went down with aston-
ishing rapidity until the main roof, whi
¥as surmountad by & huge
tollapsed and fell in upon

Meanwhile the terrifio
windows of several

b9 Four Empleyees Dead, Five Soerehed, |

tainments. He wants
salaries be one of the

expeaditures.

issued by him:

in the people's

uations thau that of a
paid his sslary ard

-~ -

e

Early reports gave the estimated loss
at §5,000,000, but this was probably an ex-

It is understood that the
building and stock were insured for
81,260,000, ohiiefly in New York companies.

PASTORS NOT TO SHOVEL SNow.

Bishop Lawrence Deesa’'t Want Them
te Mow Charch Lawes Bither.

Bostox, Dee. 20.-Bishop Lawrence
of the Massabhusetts diocese of the
Episcopal Church has set his seal of
disapproval on- churgh fairs nd enter-
the nirs of
the parishes conducted on & more dig-
nified and busivesslike basiy. He also
makes a strong . that the rectors’

itoms in parish

faithtu!

man who, keejly sensitive, has

therefore
pay his bills bedause of the ness
of the vestry and peapha =~ o A
“The grass on the churoh lawns shoulc
aot be leit to the minister to cut, nseithe:
should the show on the sidewalks be-
fore the churches be cleaned by him
neither should the sidewalka bhe the last
o the street to be cleaned. -
“The wardeas of the oburches should
bire some one to do these things and
not depend on the willingness of the
clergy to fill in the gaps.”

Mayor-eiect favorably at

MAVOR-ELECT'S PLANS.

Commissioners Purd) and Hebberd May
Re Reappointed.
Lawson Purdy, president
Tax Board, and Charities Commissioner
Robert W. Hebberd, who are believed
to be slated for reappointment to their
respective $8,000 and 97,500 places were
among the callers yesterday on Mayor-
elect Gaynor at his home in Brooklyn.

nor Mr. Hebberd will be disturbed.
Some Tammany magnates are also
looking for the retention of Police Com-
missionet William F. Baker, with whom
the Mayor-elect had his first meeting
a week or so ago. Mr. Bakér had made
no personal appo-lb to }'alm‘.(hynm
for pointment, but a few influen
mmr:l':on opinion, it, is believed, car- g
ries considerable weight with the Mayor-
elect called and urged his reteation. It
is said that Mr. Baker impressed the
their loag con-

ference over police affairs, but
appointment must still remain a
of speculation. ”

A committes sald represen

others and a man named Lindsey, who was

ttreet and the contemts

of the

These are some of the things the Bishop
touches upon in a pastoral letter just

“l occasionally come mcross a oclergy-
man who, unpractioal or careless in
finances, does not pay his debts. I have
no excuse to offer for him.
other ipstitutions the Churoch should
bear a high name for financial honor

“There is as a rule money enough

Above all

the

church. Omne discovers this w some
object of special interest “arrives. |
have known a parish 1o raise enough
money in a few weeks ta purchase & fine
argan. while their reotor, an efficient
man, silectly erdured the shame of un-
paid bills beonuse his salary was in ar-
rears. | know of few more oruel sit-
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Mr. Ballinger.

repute.

+NEW YORK. TUESDAY. DECEM

BALLINGER DEMANDS INQUIRY

strung

Quickly roasteg: O b of e nie INTO IS orFICIAL
was fireswapt, but the firemen by rapid RY THE CONGRESS.
work stopped the progress of the 3 B

‘:"!‘:‘-thh-ow&d.uuod He Is Determined Neot to Remain Quiet
one streets had all’ windows Any Lenger Under the and
wrecked by the best. Oue drig store| . o . “F"'n"'__‘
;:umhwuh.‘ul Resolation for an Inquiry Seon.

b.“"'l 'I""-l. ':" ‘“""m| shop-| Waswiwaton, Deo. 20.—Richard A.

m'mho:m o(t:np-‘ lo':: Ballinger. Seoretary of the Interior, has
and h reached the point where he has determined

not to remain quiet any longer under the
oharges and insingations that have been
made against him in connection with the
waterpower site polioy of his adminis-
tration and the Cunningham ocoal cases
,|in Alaska. Mr. Ballinger is now seeking
Burns, | an investigation by Congress into his
official conduct. The way has been paved
for such an inquiry and those informed
believed it is certain that either the Sen-
ate or the House will appoint a commii-
tee to look into the allegations involving

After the holiday recess a resolution
for an inquiry will be presented in the
Senate by Mr. Nelson of Minnesota, who

is cbairman of the Committee on Public
Lands, or Mr. Jones of Washington, Mr.
Ballinger's own State. It is probable that
either resolution will provide for an in-
quiry also into the workings and poli-
oies of the forestry bureau, a subordinate
branch of the Agrioultural Department,
of which Gifford Pinchot is ohief. .

President Taft ia in thorough sympathy
with Secretary Ballinger's desire for a
probing into the coal land cases and the
waterpower site controversy. He be-
lieves that the attacks made on Mr. Bal-
linger are the most outrageous ever di-
rected against a public man and has ex-
pressed indignation on account of them,
In the President's opinion, according to
the understanding of some of those who
have his confidence, Mr. Ballinger's official
conduct has heen absolutely clean, and
any investigation into what he has done
a8 Secretary of the Interior or into his
oconduet as Commiesioner of the General
Land Office, or as a practising attorney
in the interim between leaving one Federal
office and taking up the duties of another
will demonstrate that he has been deeply
wronged by the newspapers, magaszines,
periodicals and individuals who bhave
sought to bring his good name into dis-

Mr. Ballinger said to-day that he would
weloome an investigation. He made
this statement without reservation as
to confidence, and it was regarded in
the light of an invitation to Congress
to take up the matter without delay |
The attack made last week on Mr. Bal-
inger and Commissioner Dennett
the General Land Office by Representa-
tive Hitohcock, a Nebraska Democrat,
i regarded as baving had much to do
with the decision of the Secretary of the
Interior not to assume a passive attitude
without regard to-tegisiative “favessi-
gation but to invite Congress to look
into his stewardship.

A story was in circalation to-day on

~hat appeared to he good authority
that the Administration had _come to

Forester Pinchot

and his advisers

servioe it will not

taryacton hispart.
been construed as a bid for martyrdom by
Mr. Pinchot, but generally there is no dis-
position to credit him with sensationa)
or questionable motives in letting it be
understood that it would be necessary
for the Administration to dismiss him in

the conclusion that it would Beé well for

to leive the Govern-

ment gervice. Nothing beiring the marks
of official sanction has beea given out,
however, to indicate that President Taft

have such an idea in

mind. Mr. Pinchot is regzarded as the
bead and front of the movement for the
conservation of the natural resources
of the pountry, and for the work he has
done in this connection President Taft
has considerable admiration.

Mr. Pinchot has not hesitated to let
it be known that he intended to sit tight
and resist any effort to have him resign
his oftce. His attitude is that if he
is to be separated from the Government

be through any volun-
By some people this has

MONEY ORDERS BY CABLE.

British Pestmaster-General Makes a Dea)

With Western Union Co.

1

Special Cable Despateh o THRE Svw.

Biggest Bunch of Sky Signs.
Architects for the O. J. Gude Company
applied to the ocity yesterday for the
largest single allotment of permits for
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The Austrian Ambassader, Baron von
Hengelmiiller, left the St. Regis on Sun-
day, and on the same day arrived Baron
Rosen, the Russian Ambassador. Baron
Rosen weat ba ck to Washington yesterday
afternoon, but Count von Bernstorff, the
German Ambassador, arrived in the
morning. The Waldorf had the Spanish
Minister, the Marquis de Villalobar, and
the Minister from Venezuela, Sefior Rojas,

all day.
Connt von Bernstorff said he had come
up partly to meet his son, who is due to

arrive on the Kaiser Wilhelm [I. to-
day. The Ambassador'sson is a studeat at
the college in Darmstsdt. He is coming
over to eat his Christmas dinner with his
family and to make his first visit to the
United States. He is 18 years old.
Herbert A. Squiers, United States
Minister to Panama, arrived yesterday
from his post on his way to Washington
His stay in this country will be brief.

week too

THEIR LITTLE MISERIES.

Straws Threaten to Break the Back of a
Marriage Kighteen Years ®ld.
Eighteen years married, and with five
children, Mrs. Theodore C. Ruhl and her
hushand, an artist, disagreed about the
wallpaper in their néw house. Also the
wife wanted a kitchen garden back of the
house and the husband a flower garden.
Then he turned off the gas when she had
m-umw.m.um-—.gm.
and he said it was extravagant. Also he
thought she was too friendly with a
clergyman’s family in The Bronx, and she
went with her daughter to a ball 3t the
Yonkers Firemen's Association when he
didn’t want to go.
Justice 0'Gorman of the Supreme
Court, who heard these little miséries
yesterday in the wife's suit for separa-
tion, asked the lawyers if they didn's
think it was their business to promote
a reconciliation. He gave them a week,
and suggested that it was Christmas

soon enough

PHILADELPHIA,

COLLEGE STUDENTS STRIKE.

Part of Pennsytvania U ntversity Clesed ly‘

Early Departure of Classes.
Dec. 20.—Followi ng
their threat of a week ago, 400 students
of the veterinary department of the
University of Pennsylvania struck to-day
because the vacation period did not begin
to suit them

book was opened in this department.
The students had packed up and gone
home four dayw before the time set by the

The vacation is scheduled to begin
December 28 and to end January 8.
One class, the junior in the medical

The strike followed the faculty’s failure
to grant a petition sent in last week,

JOWN W. GATES DIDN'T SAY IT.

Offered S100,000 te & Church, With
Never & Werd About Gambiing.

Port Arthur; my olcrtopndgnlunﬂl
Januery 1, 1911."

MAP OF THE WORLD 50x100.

Eurepe, Aasiralia, india and the United
States to Help Make It.

Bailey Willis of the United States Geolo-

gical Burvey, who has been

a scientific congress in London,

009.—~Copurisht, 1900, by the Swn Prinsing and Publishing Association.

BRODT'S CONTRACT ANNULLED.

His Services as Caterer at Kiis Island
Neo Lenger Required.
WasmiNaToN, Dec. 20.—Fritz Brodt,
who hoids the concession at Eilis isiand
to sell food to immigrants, will be deposed.
Secretary of Commerce and Labor Nagel
to-day signed an order cancelling the
contract of Brodt and bids for a new
contract will be advertised.
The contract specifies certain meals
and their cost, describes a line of food
and the prices at which they are to be
furmiished, and also provides that other
articles may be called for by the Immi-
gration Commissioner at New York at
prices yielding a net. profit over wholesale
cost to the contractor Y
Commissioner Williams charged that
the food furnished by Brodt was of in-
ferior quality gnd that his had been
in other ways unsatisf: ry. After an
extensive investigation lasting several
weeks, in which Mr. Brodt had an oppo: -
tunity to be heard, Secretary Nagel has
decided that a change is desirable at
Ellis Island. To-day Mr. Brodt was
informed that the contract would ter-
mipate in sixty dxn, The contraot is
said to be very profitable.

DIPLOMATS VISIT U'S.

—————
Three Ministiers and Twe Ambassadors,
Faeh on His Own Business.

New York is getting to be a magnet
for Ambassadors and Foreign Ministers,
Yesterday there were five of them in

PHIPPS GIVES 8500000. |HPID ME, SAYS JUDGE

KNOX AND CARNEGIE CLASH

Preposes to Extend His Fight Against i

AFTER LATTER HAD SAID HE'D Tuberculosts. TO THE 800 LAWYERS WHO GAVE
GIVE $90,000,000 FOR PEACE. | PuiLarzLrms, Dec. 20.—Heury Phipps, HIM A DINNER.
. foynder of the Phipps Tuberculosis In- i ;
R et Laind of Siibe, | stitute in this city, has made a gift of | n Stepping City Waste He Needs Supgiort
.‘-n. -:e-n “::::m Knex Had | $500,000 to the University of Pennsylvania. —~Libel Law Not Hard Encugh ew
Formal announcement was made from “Sneak Thieves of J ‘ ]

Departed Frou: Roet’s Policy—Latin
American Diplomats Mach interested.

WasHiNoroN, Deo. 20.—At a Suncheon
in Andrew Carnegie's homor given on
Friday by Direotor John Barpett of .the
Bureau of American Republios Mr. Car-
negie offered $20,000000 to bring about
permanent peace in; the Wl re-
publios of Central Amerioa. At least Mr.
Carnegie said that he wouldgive that
tremendous amount of mopey if peace
oould be obtained through ifs expendi-

the office of Provost O. O. Farrison to- | gigien Letter of His tn Print,ia e
day that the university has been selected P
by Mr. Phippe to carry on the work which| The bar of Greater New York's foue
the Phippe Tuberculosis Institute has |OOUnNties gave a dinner at the W
beretofore done, only on a broader scale, | 18st night in hounor of the man
To imake this work as effective aé pos- | Judge Haight of the Court of
sible Mr: Phipps will build a new hos- | PUt it, will be the Cear of his T
pital, whioh with its equipment will cost | Ity for the next four years—'
$500,000. The land was got some months | Gaynor. .
ago after long litigation. The lawyers and the Judges

PREACHER BURNS LIQUORS. |1e did on the bench and, that

Revivaiist Stirs Merchants te Give Their | lieved he always acted from a
Stecks te the Fames. * | of public duty. Mr. Gaynor told
Camson, Nev.,, Deo. 30.—Dr. F. E. |yers and the Judges that he
Yoakum, founder of the Plagah move- | help while he held down the job

Knox, who was at the luncheon. showed
somé resentment at things said by Mr.
Carnegie in indicating his willingness to
spend $20,000,000 for the benefit of Central
.Amerioa, and there an animated ex-
change of views between the two men
from Pittsburg.

The luncheon was intended as a’ u,-ib-
ute to Mr. Carnegie's. munificence’ in
furgishing the money for constructing
the handsome new building which the
Bureau of American Republios is to oooupy
soon. The guests included Senator Root,
Henry White, former American Ambas-
sador to France; Henry Gassaway Davis,
Thomas F. Walsh, Gen. Edward C. O'Brien,
Minister to Paraguay aad Uruguey, Sen-
awr Bacon of Georgia, Representative
Foster of Vermont, Sefior Creel, speocial
envoy of President Diaz of co, and
Ambassadors and Ministers of the Latin
| American republios.

Mr. Knox and Mr. Carnegie werv seated
opposite each other. In the course of
conversation Mr. Camegie referred to
the Nicaraguan situation, and after ex-

i the hope that the conditions

to him by mercantile establish- ¢ Pt .
mmuu.nthmo(thdr might get .
WAYS.
P. 0. DEPARTMENT ROBBED.,|Gaytor touched on that

Semebod)y Has Got Away With a Valueble community,

he expressed admiration for the policy

of

sphere which was initiated by Seaator|phaving three scenes painted by an Amer- le to accommodate

Root when he was SBearefary of State. foan artist. v aulcyvumdhht:m

While it has been denied by Mr. Knox's 500. These dined away

friends that he has abasdoned Mr.|HE REARED TWO BABY SEALS.| o "5 SO0 SO o

——— e

n.mht::w.hm Therefore Beatowain Thurver Is to Get & w:.-.butan:-‘dﬁ:'ﬂuw
be assumed charge of the oconduct of G.000 Mib Woip t0 Wadtilngten. hrlmnl’uhrm
this Government's forsign relations had | Wasmivarow, Des. 20.—Judson Thur- Gaynor it his right and J
umm”“mw.hmuuwmwtdmwd‘x
American diplomatic body in ‘Wash- | Bear, which is now at San Diego, Cal., left

ington as indicating that Sir. Knox has |ie to got & $.000 mile trip &t the expense | o\ L poier and
discarded Mr. u..m“.hdﬁowmmm“mwmm

order to get & better grasp on the big | possibly unsccustomed homors, all on |7 Gt EOTE Nt T

atiok. aoccount of two eesl pups. Thurber . former Judge William
Porhaps that was what Mr. Knox [osught the listie seals off the Pribilot m";'.,‘.w
mm.wwwhum“m-"““x:mmrm
referved to the Cemtral Ameriosn situ-|9th of that month he bas kept the ani- " .

ation. At any rate Mr, Knox oame baock

at Mr. Carmegie across the table. He

e e i e e | o arior A1 o & ks Thesdiier ok E. Wadhams Judge William B
Nicaragua was ome of principle and could | bas been ordBred to come to Washington Do Cours of Appobls onl

sum of money. Accounts of what |¢ial method of rearing young seals. I “““‘A s P
large i are mesgre, but snough is known | W88 said to-day that if Thurber's method a mong others presen
b-huchrlh'l&-llﬂdﬂhﬁ is found practicable it will mean much wmm Supreme OCourt
like Mr. Carpegie's attitude snd showed it. | 10 the sealing industry eloct Nathan Bijur, Justice isoh
-1: Latin m.hw here A THEORY OF “SKY. Charles F. Bostwick, Magistrate 2
been discussing luncheon inoi- Jacob A. Cantor, Col. Robert C. Clown

dent with animation. Among themselves | uy, i etsewsiy Obtaine Leave to Change | Magistrate Cornell, Robert Lyna
wm:.'.lqad&ozm:wuula - S — 2 Y :
and while sympathising with his desire
t5 eliminate ex-President Zelaya of

girl y -
in the society young people, both |P. Fitch, Justice John Ford,
Hebrew and geotile,” and said that | Garretson, Justive Gerard, Justioe ¢
“Kotlowsky is an obstacle and handicap | erich, Congressman Goldfogle,
- wmu“ - mm” Aivors ‘L’.‘&"“J’”J Praggd
the on ° "is ral :
i — 4 Edward W. Hatoh, Daniel F.
William B. Hornblower, Justice Hougl
L. Laflin Kellogg, Magistrate

Board Decides That Life Priseoner Must ‘ : Justice Laughlin, Justios Mol "
$iay In Penitentiory. | Edward Lauterbach, Dr. Henry My
HakTronD, Dec. 20.—~Johm Warren, Y Leipziger, Charlem K. Lexow, Willingh {
who has been in prisonflonger { McAdoo, David McClure, Julius M,

John G. Milburn, Frank Moss, w-{;
Munsey, De Lancey Nicoll, Justice -

man, the Rev. Dr. Charles H, huret,
. | Justice Plateek, Lawson Purdy,
- Lamb Richards, Justice Soott,
The Board of Pardons has Seabury, Secretary Thomas F,
of Tammany Hall, William F.
John B. Stanchfield, Congressman

e

e,
e

continue to be State Senator Willlam J. . Bamush
out that a life sentence means a Untermyer, William D. Veeder, Gen
for life. Benjamin ¥. Tracy, John De Witt Wake
Four were ner, Samuel 8. Whitehouse, John Py
the to-day. Yale, William R. Willoox, Mrs.
Newman Pollak, Mary Grace Qu
MONEY WANTS boss and Harriette M. Johnson W

, After Judge Parker called for a
. | to ‘the President of the United
' - briefly. He spoke first of the

of messsnger to the conf

of the minovity at a salary of

committes, of whioh Semator

an uﬁh:m and -a messenger. of t of mmpls-uwunomﬁuu.

These postiions  are '“.... -w.mm.'lm:.l':.h unues
the som, dsughter-in “to pay our respeocts Jad,

- of the senior Semator r whio served the people of the :

to the best of his ability for sixtesn \;
|Applause.] There is no occasion for
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President Taft Takes Anether Walk.




